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U.S. Department of State’s Sister Ports Program
In July, Staff traveled to Lima, Peru to represent California
agriculture as part of a trade mission led by the Port of Hueneme
through the U.S. Department of State’s Sister Ports Program with
the Port of Paita. The mission provided an opportunity to observe
Peru’s agricultural industry and gain insight into international
market trends, while also highlighting the value of California’s
specialty crops in global trade. Thank you to the USDA & CDFA
for co-funding this trip!

(Ethan C. and Individuals gathering around a conference room in
Lima, Peru)

U.S. Agriculture Development Export Council
Conference in Washington, D.C. 
In July, Staff attended the USAEDC conference to gain
insights into trade policies impacting American agriculture.
They met with USDA representatives and engaged with other
commodity groups and trade associations to explore
opportunities for future collaboration on international
promotional activities. Attendees heard from Secretary
Brooke Rollins, along with other industry experts who shared
valuable perspectives on global trade. Staff is scheduled to
attend the second part of the conference in November with
the theme of “The Quest for New Markets.” 
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(Secretary Brook Rollins at USAEDC)

The One, Big, Beautiful Bill
With a significant effect on federal taxes, credits, and
deductions, the One, Big, Beautiful Bill was signed into law on
July 4, 2025. This 2025 legislative package combines major tax
cuts, spending increases, and policy shifts in a variety of areas,
such as individual income taxes, energy policy, agriculture
policy, and border/security spending. Stakeholders and entities
like the California Wild Rice Advisory Board will continue to
monitor the law's effects as implementations of the bill will
continue to move forward. 



(Grocer’s conference in Palm Springs)

Grocer’s Conference in Palm Springs
Staff just returned from Gather California (formerly the
California Grocers Association Conference), and it was an
exceptional experience engaging with leaders and innovators
from every corner of California’s grocery and retail industry.
The event brought together retailers, suppliers, distributors, and
industry partners to discuss emerging consumer trends,
sustainability initiatives, and the evolving role of California
products in a competitive marketplace.

From retailer-supplier matchmaking sessions to panel
discussions on technology, supply chain efficiency, and shopper
behavior, the conference provided a well-rounded platform for
both strategic learning and meaningful relationship-building.
Highlights included valuable networking opportunities with key
decision-makers, updates on state policy affecting the grocery
sector, and conversations about how California agriculture
continues to play a vital role in shaping what ends up on store
shelves statewide. Mexican Street Corn

Chicken & Wild Rice Bowl
Street Corn Mixture

2 cups California Wild Rice
4 ears corn
2 tbsp olive oil
1 jalapeno
2 green onions
3 tbsp mayonnaise
¼ cup cilantro
2 cloves garlic
¼ tsp black pepper
¼ chili powder
Juice and zest from 1 lime
½ cup feta cheese

Chicken
4 chicken breasts
Season with ¼ tsp of each

Garlic powder, chipotle chili powder,
onion powder, smoked paprika, cumin,
salt, and pepper

Research Update:
The California Wild Rice Advisory Board is
supporting two research initiatives this year
aimed at strengthening the state’s wild rice
industry. Dr. Whitney Brim-DeForest (UC
Cooperative Extension) is leading a project
titled “Exploring Herbicide Options for Weed
Management in California Wild Rice: A
Greenhouse Study,” focused on identifying
effective and safe weed control strategies to
help growers improve yields and sustainability.
In addition, Joel Kimmelshue and the Land IQ
team are conducting a comprehensive acreage
and ownership identification project to provide
updated, accurate data on wild rice production
across California. Together, these projects will
deliver valuable insights to support the long-
term viability and competitiveness of
California’s wild rice industry.
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